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Welcome to 27th GRIN meeting in Würzburg, Germany 

Last time Germany hosted the GRIN meeting was in 2005 in Düsseldorf. We are very happy 
to welcome you all back to Germany, twenty years later, in the beautiful city of Würzburg.  

Würzburg is a charming university city, known for its rich history and cultural heritage. Its 
foundation was first documented in the 7th century, and the university is one of the oldest 
in Germany, founded in 1402. Among other scientific advancements, at this University in 
1895 the physicist Wilhelm Röntgen discovered X-rays, which in Germany are still routinely 
called by his name. The city lies on the River Main, surrounded by vineyards and overlooked 
by the Marienberg Fortress. Highlights include the Würzburg Residenz (a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site), the late Gothic Marienkapelle, the Rococo Falkenhaus, St. Kilian’s Cathedral, 
and the historic Old Main Bridge, all within walking distance of the conference venue. 

As in previous years, around 100 delegates from 15 countries have signed up for this year’s 
meeting. Many European countries, the United States, and Australia are represented. We 
received nearly 70 abstracts and selected 57 for presentation, including five research ideas 
and nine posters. We introduced the poster format for the first time at GRIN to 
accommodate as many contributions as possible. 

We would like to thank the German Research Foundation (DFG) and the Vogel Foundation 
for their generous support in funding this meeting. 
A special thank-you goes to Jutta Bleidorn, Mark H. Ebell, Hanna Kaduszkiewicz, Robby 
Markwart, Malene Plejdrup Hansen, Guido Schmiemann, Roderick Venekamp, and Alike W. 
van der Velden for peer reviewing the abstracts and supporting the selection process. 
Finally, we are grateful to Lisa Weichselbaum for managing some of the correspondence and 
to Moritz Schuppert for his help in compiling this abstract book. 

We wish you all an inspiring 27th GRIN meeting. 

The GRIN2025 team 

Ildikó Gágyor 

Alexandra Greser 

Peter K. Kurotschka 

Vanessa Meyer 

Bianca Steinmann 
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Nice to know… 
Getting to Würzburg 

Würzburg Main Station is well connected with major European cities. 

Frankfurt International Airport is located about 120 km from the centre of Würzburg. Daily 
flights from e.g., London, Amsterdam, Oslo, and Copenhagen are available. 

From the airport, the best way to get to Würzburg is via train with Deutsche Bahn. There are 
hourly direct connections from the airport (“Frankfurt(M) Flughafen Fernbf”) to Würzburg 
main station (“Würzburg Hbf”).  

Accommodation 

• Premier Inn (formerly GHOTEL), Schweinfurter Straße 3, 97080 Würzburg – for more
information click here 

• Motel One (Paradeplatz 4, 97070 Würzburg) – for more information, click here
• MOXY (Schweinfurter Straße 10, 97080 Würzburg) – for more information, click here
• AC Hotel (Schweinfurter Straße 12, 97080 Würzburg) – for more information, click here

Venue 

The meeting will take place at the Burkardushaus – Tagungszentrum am Dom, located in 
the historical city centre of Würzburg.  

For those who are already in Würzburg on Thursday afternoon 

A guided evening tour with a night watchman (“Nachtwächter”) will take place on 
Thursday, September 18, starting at 7:00 p.m. The guide, dressed in traditional costume, 
will lead the group from the Vierröhrenbrunnen (“Four Pipes Fountain”) in front of the town 
hall. The tour will be conducted in English. A registration is needed (see below). 

Wine cellar tour 

After the scientific programme ends on Friday evening, September 19, we invite you to join 
us for a wine cellar tour at 7:15 p.m. at the Bürgerspital. A registration is needed (see 
below). 

Social dinner 

The social dinner will take place on Friday at 8:00 p.m. at the historical winery Bürgerspital, 
right next to the wine cellar. A registration is needed (see below). 

To register to the social dinner and/or to any of the events above, please fill 
in this form by September 3 at the latest. 
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Where to eat in Würzburg 

Ratskeller Würzburg: Map 
Langgasse 1, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993113021

Backöfele: Map 
Ursulinergasse 2, 97070 Würzburg 
+49931 59059

Weinhaus Stachel: Map 
Gressengasse 1, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993152770

Alte Mainmühle: Map 
Mainkai 1, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993116777

Weinstuben Juliusspital: Map 
Juliuspromenade 19, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993154080

Frau Om kocht: Map 
Peterstr. 14, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993127896570

Pepe im Cosmo: Map 
Peterstraße 12, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993146521655

Wirtshaus am Dom: Map 
Paradeplatz 4, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993199136363

Wirtshaus Lämmle: Map 
Marienplatz 5, 97070 Würzburg 
+4993154748
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Important information for presenters and chairs 

All presentations will take place in the plenary session. 

Instructions for your presentation 

Research idea presentations: Prepare a PowerPoint presentation and be ready to give a talk 
of up to 8 minutes, followed by 2 minutes for discussion. 

Full presentations (without any special marking in the programme): Prepare a PowerPoint 
presentation and be ready to give a talk of up to 10 minutes, followed by 2 minutes for 
discussion. 

Full presentations (marked “LONG”): Some full presentations are marked as “LONG” in the 
programme. These typically result from two related abstracts, sometimes presenting 
findings from the same dataset or project. 
Prepare a PowerPoint presentation and be ready to give a talk of up to 12 minutes, with 4 
minutes allocated for discussion. 

Poster presentations (marked “POSTER”): This is a new format introduced at this year’s 
meeting. Instead of a traditional poster session, all posters will be presented in digital format 
as PowerPoint presentations during the plenary session. 
Prepare your poster as a single PowerPoint slide in a landscape/wide format, ideally in a 
standard 16:9 ratio. You may include a cover or acknowledgment slide, but your main 
content must fit on one slide. No printing is needed. Be ready to give a pitch of 3 minutes, 
followed by 2 minutes for discussion.  

Submission of your presentation, important deadline 

Please email your PowerPoint presentation to grin2025@ukw.de by September 15 at the 
latest. This will help us ensure a smooth flow of the 1.5-day programme. You will receive a 
confirmation email once your submission has been received. 
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Programme GRIN 2025 meeting 
Venue: Burkardushaus (Am Bruderhof 1, 97070 Würzburg) 

Burkardushaus – Tagungszentrum am Dom 

Friday 19th September 2025 

8:30-8:45 Arrival, Registration 

8:45 Welcome - Ildikó Gágyor 

8:50 Research ideas 
Chairs: Katarina Hedin, Lund University, Sweden 
Theo Verheij, University of Southampton, UK 

8:50 Enhancing sexually transmitted infection surveillance: a linked routine care data-based cohort 
study 
Presenting: Tamara N. Platteel, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 

9:00 Data at a Glance: Reviewing Visual Communication in Antibiotic Stewardship Efforts 
Presenting: Heike Vornhagen, University of Galway, Ireland 

9:10 eCARA: Collaborate, Analyse, Research and Audit in Europe 
Presenting: Akke Vellinga, University College Dublin, Ireland 

9:20 TRIAGE-AI: Trust and Readiness In Adopting Global AI for infection Evaluation 
Presenting: Carl Wikberg, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

9:30 Machine Learning Assisted Diagnosis and Treatment Decisions for UTIs in General Practice 
Presenting: Stefan Cox, Maastricht University, Netherlands 

9:40 Point-of-care and diagnostic testing – Poster session 
Chairs: as above 

9:40 POSTER Molecular Culture and 16S probes, two qPCR-based diagnostics for urinary tract infections 
in general practice 
Presenting: Stefan Cox, Maastricht University, Netherlands  

9:45 POSTER Point-of-care WBC differential test – a tool for improved antibiotic prescribing? 
Presenting: Bent Håkan Lindberg, University of Oslo, Norway 

Coffee break 
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10:20 Point-of-care and diagnostic testing
Chairs: Akke Vellinga, University College Dublin, Ireland 
Jutta Bleidorn, University Hospital Jena, Germany 

10:20 Effectiveness research of diagnostic tests on patient important health outcomes in primary 
care: a systematic review 
Presenting: Esmée Vaes, Maastricht University, Netherlands 

10:32 Dipsticks and point-of-care Microscopy in Urinary Tract Infections in primary care: Results of 
the MicUTI pilot cluster randomised controlled trial. 
Presenting: Peter K. Kurotschka, University Hospital Würzburg, Germany 

10:44 Diagnostic accuracy and usability of the automated rapid laboratory urine test PA-100 AST 
(Sysmex®) in the diagnosis of women with signs of uncomplicated urinary tract infection in primary 
care practices - first results from a multicentre observational study. 
Presenting: Robby Markwart, University Hospital Jena, Germany 

10:56 TOUCAN: Evaluation of rapid diagnostics for urinary tract infection in primary care 
Presenting: Philip Turner, University of Oxford, UK 

11:08 The utilisation of point-of-care testing in general practitioners compared with other outpatient 
specialists in Germany: A claims data analysis from Thuringia. 
Presenting: Robby Markwart, University Hospital Jena, Germany 

11:20 LONG Urinary biomarkers as a diagnostic strategy for care home UTI: results from the DISCO 
UTI study & Urine microbiology in asymptomatic care home residents and those with suspected UTI: 
results from the DISCO UTI study 
Presenting: Nick Francis and Abigail Moore, University of Southampton, UK 

Short break 

11:50 Urinary tract infections 
Chairs: Sarah Tonkin-Crine, University of Oxford, UK 
Stefanie Kampmeier, University Hospital Würzburg, Germany 

11:50 Impact of a multifaceted intervention to improve antibiotic use for urinary tract infections in 
nursing homes through infection prevention and control and antimicrobial stewardship 
Presenting: Carl Llor, Fundació Institut Universitari per a la Recerca a l'Atenció Primària de Salut Jordi 
Gol i Gurina, Spain 

12:02 Information needs of women and healthcare professionals to support shared decision-making 
for recurrent UTI prevention: a qualitative study. 
Presenting: Leigh Sanyaolu, Cardiff University, UK 

12:14 Women’s beliefs and experiences of antibiotic use in recurrent UTI. 
Presenting: Gail Hayward, University of Oxford, UK 

12:26 Bacterial growth and antimicrobial resistance in males with afebrile urinary tract infection: a 
linked routine care data-based cohort study. 
Presenting:Tamara Platteel, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 

12:38 POSTER Treatment decisions in women with uncomplicated urinary tract infections in the 
perspective of interprofessional care 
Presenting: Andreas Plate, University of Zürich, University Hospital Zürich, Switzerland 
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12:43 POSTER Adherence to guidelines in acute cystitis in women in primary health care. A 
retrospective study in the south of Sweden 
Presenting: Charlotta Malmer Hagstam, Lund University, Sweden 

13:00 Lunch 

14:00 Group photo 

14:15 Keynote lecture 
The microbiologist’s secrets of antimicrobial resistance and susceptibility testing. 
Oliver Kurzai, University of Würzburg, Germany 

14.50 Respiratory tract infections 1 
Chairs: Mark H. Ebell, Michigan State University, Michigan, USA 
Nick Francis, University of Southampton, UK 

14:50 LONG Incidence of acute lower respiratory tract disease in adults presenting to primary care: a 
prospective cohort study (AvonCAP GP2) reporting clinical data & Prevalence of Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus, Influenza, and SARS-Cov-2 associated acute lower respiratory tract disease among UK adults 
presenting to primary care: a prospective cohort study (AvonCAP GP2). 
Presenting: Ruth Mears and Sian Porter, University of Bristol, UK 

15:06 LONG Is CRP associated with the cause, duration, and severity of lower respiratory infections 
in primary care? A prospective cohort study & The use and impact of corticosteroids, antitussives, 
and inhalers on lower respiratory tract infections in primary care. 
Presenting: Mark H. Ebell, Michigan State University, USA  

15:22 Aetiology, recovery and consultations in older people consulting in European primary care for 
acute respiratory infections. 
Presenting: Alike W. van der Velden, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 

15:34 Predicting 30-day hospitalisation or mortality in primary care patients with lower respiratory 
tract infections and the role of cardiovascular disease: an electronic health records-based prediction 
model development and validation study. 
Presenting: Merijn Rijk, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 

15:48 Research gaps in the field of respiratory tract infections in general practice in the Nordic region 
– a modified Delphi study.
Presenting: Guro Haugen Fossum, University of Oslo, Norway

16:00 Comparing management and adherence to guidelines in pharyngotonsillitis of locum doctors 
and permanent staff. A retrospective study in primary care. 
Presenting: David Tell, Linköping University, Sweden 

Short break 
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16:30 Infection management in children 
Chairs: Roderick Venekamp, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 
Oliver van Hecke, Ghent University, Belgium 

16:30 Parental awareness and management of antibiotic side effects and allergies in children: a UK 
survey. 
Presenting: Liam Clayton, UK Health Security Agency, UK 

16:42 Sick certification for school absenteeism in general practice: a survey of primary care 
physicians within the GRIN network. 
Presenting: Oliver van Hecke, Ghent University, Belgium 

16:54 Views and Experiences of healthcare professionals and people with asthma/ parents of 
children with asthma on prescribing antibiotics in primary care for acute respiratory symptoms. 
Presenting: Nour Odeh, University of Southampton, UK 

17:06 POSTER Respiratory Infections in Preschool Children: Factors Influencing Parents' Decisions on 
When to Seek Medical Attention. 
Presenting: Therese Renaa, University of Oslo, Norway 

End of scientific programme 

19:15 Tour of a historical wine cellar in the Würzburg city centre 
(Bürgerspital)  

20:00 Social Dinner (Bürgerspital) 
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Saturday 20th September 2025 

8:45 Welcome – GRIN2025 Team 

8:50 Respiratory tract infections 2 
Chairs: Beth Stuart, University of Southampton, UK 
Mina Bakhit, Bond University, Australia 

8:50 Investigating the microbiological natural history of community-acquired infections: a systematic 
review 
Presenting: Ashley Hammond, University of Bristol, UK 

9:02 Safety and Effectiveness of Prednisolone and Vitamins B1, B6, and B12 in Patients with Post-
COVID-19 Syndrome (PreVitaCOV): Results from a Randomised, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled 
Multicentre Trial in Primary Care 
Presenting: Andreas Klug, University Hospital Würzburg, Germany 

9:14 Longer term impact on respiratory infections of nasal sprays, or a digital intervention addressing 
physical activity and stress 
Presenting: Paul Little, University of Southampton, UK 

9:26 In uncharted territory – COVID-19 pandemic management in Swedish regions and municipalities 
from a primary health care perspective 
Presenting: Guro Haugen Fossum, University of Oslo, Norway (on behalf of Ingmarie Skoglund) 

9:38 Implementation and optimisation of the CARA infrastructure and dashboards for Irish General 
Practice: a practical feasibility study 
Presenting: Nathaly Garzón-Orjuela, University College Dublin, Ireland 

9:50 The effect of focused lung ultrasonography on antibiotic prescribing in patients with acute lower 
respiratory tract infections in Danish general practice: a pragmatic randomised controlled trial (The 
PLUS-FLUS Trial) 
Presenting: Julie Jepsen Strøm, University of Aalborg, Denmark 

10:02 Host response point-of-care testing for children and adults with acute upper respiratory tract 
infection in primary care: a mixed-methods feasibility study (RAPID IMMUNE TEST) 
Presenting: Emily Brown, University of Bristol, UK 

10:14 Quick tests, big questions: Triangulating insights on Point-of-Care Testing from four data 
sources 
Presenting: Youngjoo Kang, University of Oxford, UK 

Coffee break 

11:00 Antimicrobial stewardship 
Chairs: Alike W. van der Velden, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 
Gail Hayward, University of Oxford, UK 

11:00 Evaluating the process in implementing a national antimicrobial stewardship programme in 
England 
Presenting: Jade Meadows, UK Health Security Agency, UK 

11:12 Can a Social Media-Based Intervention Improve Awareness of AMR? A Feasibility Study 
Examining the Impact of an Instagram Intervention among undergraduate students 
Presenting: Sana Parveen, University College Dublin, Ireland 

11:24 Antibiotics prescription patterns in Poland in recent years based on refundation data from the 
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National Healthcare Fund 
Presenting: Aleksandra Danieluk, Medical University of Białystok, Poland 

11:36 Beliefs about antibiotics and antibiotic resistance in Poland: A public opinion survey 
Presenting: Aleksandra Borek, SWPS University, Poland 

11:48 Exploring antibiotic prescribing and use within a socio-economically deprived community in 
Glasgow – a qualitative study with clinicians 
Presenting: Sarah Tonkin-Crine, University of Oxford, UK 

12:00 Local champions transforming antibiotic prescribing practices amongst Belgian general 
practitioners: a pilot implementation study 
Presenting: Melanie Hoste, University of Antwerp, Netherland 

Short break 

12:30 Common infections 
Chairs: Alexandra Borek, SWPS University, Poland 
Harry Ahmed, University of Cardiff, UK 

12:30 POSTER Co-designing a digital intervention to support healthcare seeking and improve 
antibiotic stewardship among Chinese and Indian students in the UK: a person-based approach 
Presenting: Jiexin Zhang, University of Bristol, UK 

12:35 POSTER Penicillin allergy - Really? 
Presenting: Regina Poß-Doering, University Hospital Jena, Germany 

12:40 Implementing a sepsis prediction score in out-of-hours primary care: feasibility and 
acceptability study 
Presenting: Feike Loots, University Medical Center Utrecht, Netherlands 

12:52 Risk factors for healthcare-associated infections and antibiotic use in Swedish nursing homes: a 
cross-sectional register-based study 
Presenting: Sara Carlsson, Linköping University, Sweden 

13:04 What are the general public's expectations about the likely duration of common acute 
infections? A cross-sectional survey of Australian residents 
Presenting: Mina Bakhit, Bond University, Australia 

13:16 Incidence of skin and soft tissue infections managed in general practice and out-of-hours 
services in Norway 2006-2022 
Presenting: Magnus Fossum, University of Bergen, Norway 

13:30 Announcement of next meeting, thank you and goodbye, lunch to go. 
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Keynote speaker - Oliver Kurzai 
The microbiologist’s secrets of antimicrobial resistance and susceptibility testing 

Prof. Oliver Kurzai, M.D. holds the Chair 

of Medical Microbiology and Mycology at 

the University of Würzburg. His research 

focus is epidemiology of invasive fungal 

infections, antifungal drug resistance as 

well as fungal virulence and immune 

mechanisms. His work has earned 

multiple awards, including the 2020 Main 

Prize from the German Society for Hygiene and Microbiology (DGHM). Since 2014, he is head 

of the National Reference Center for Invasive Fungal Infections in Germany, serving as a 

prime point of contact for invasive fungal disease management. He is a member of the 

EUCAST subcommittee for antifungal susceptibility testing and the German National 

Antibiotics Testing Committee (NAK). As managing director, he leads the Else Kröner-Center 

Würzburg-Mwanza, fostering scientific collaboration of the Universities and University 

Hospitals in Würzburg and Mwanza, Tanzania, with a focus on fighting schistosomiasis and 

antimicrobial resistance. 

CLICK HERE to get back to the programme 


